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                                 Aimee Arost • Amy & Ben Winkleblack • Andy Fisher & Carrie Pomeroy • Angela Chesnut • Ann & Dobie Jenkins
Anna Davenport • Araina Hansen & Phillip Broughton • David-Ladd Wilson & Mary Lee Crooks • Don Iglesias & Cathy Stefanki • Donald Franson • Drew & Joni Janecki
Ed & Margie Claxton • Gary Griggs & Deepika Shrestha Ross • Gerry Mandel • Ginny Aragon • Glenn Nelson & Julia Fuerst • Grace Voss • Ingrid Parker & Greg Gilbert

Jane Orbuch • Jennifer Lee Canfield Janes • Jim Rolens & Debra Spencer • Joan & Mark Griffiths • Joan & Michael Howe • Joanne Curby • Joe & Marcella Hall
Johnny Simmons & Kathleen Benz Olsen • Julie Powers • Karen Holl & Michael Loik • Kirill Zaitsev & Michael Warriner • Krys Gage • Lisa & Tim Robinson • Lise Getoor

Lynne & Gary Greene • Marguerite Meyer • Mark & Diane Vande Pol • Marlene Mirassou & Steve Houlihan • Mary & Tom Haverstock • Mary Hung
Michael & Joan Howe • Michael & Karen Loik • Monika Krach & Abraham Borker • Nancy Lewis & Mike Morton • Nicola Schratter • Patricia & William Murchison

Robert & Nancy Ley • Sara Smith • Sarah & Chris Woolf • Stacey & Jane Zones • Stan & Bambi Bovee • Stan Einhorn & Cynthia Siegel • Sue & Jeffrey Martin
Sue Wilson • Susan Barstow French • The Museum Walkers in memory of Pat Smith & John Anderson • Thomas & Connie Wilson • Tom Thacher & Susan Nerton

Traci Bliss • Vern Katz & Deborah Dotters • William & Laurie Davis • William & Patricia Murchison

Gray Whale Club $250+

                           Anna Haukness • Apple Lane Foundation • Bob Correa & Denny Carroll • Charles Canfield • Clo & Jack Whitaker
David Kant & Madison Heying • Elida Erickson & Mike Kittredge • Frans Lanting & Chris Eckstrom • Fred Tejada • Gary James & Della Huff • Gary Walter

Georgia & Thomas Schuttish • J.M. Brown & Brian Arao • Jeb Bishop & Lexi White • Jeffie Feakins • Jim Gentes • Kent & Marie Imai • Kevin Lohman
Lise Peterson & Donald Peattie • Madison Heying & David Kant • Martha Seaver & Scott Walecka • Mary Ellen Irons • Michael & Shelly Woolf • Miguel Aznar

Olivia Cusimano & Zachary Jacobson • Pacific Edge Climbing Gym • Patty Lezin • Paul Koch • Peggy & Wes Sumida • Phyllis Rosenblum • Protti Family Fund
Rhiannon Crain • Richard Stover & Debbie Bulger • Robert Jasman Jr • Robin & Brett Cox • Robynn & Jerry Walters • Samantha Daly • Steven & Mary Bignell

Steven Hopkinson • Susan & Alan Hill

Mastodon Club $500+

                                                           Andrea London • Araceli & Daniel Camarillo • Barbara & Reid Casey • Cloy & Bill Codiga
D. Jared Family Fund • Daniel & Araceli Camarillo • Daryl Dichek & Kenneth Smith • Donald Bear & Lori Helman • Ferd Bergholz
Gigi & Chuck Pina • Helen & Jeffrey Belardi • Joe & Sara Mikles • Judy Moon & Bob Otness • Kenneth Gorny & Cynthia Dzendzel

Kenny Elvin •  Laura Smith & Rowland Morin • Linda & William Bailey • Louise Jared • Pat & Kirk Smith Family •  Ralph & Julie Kimball
Richard Van Stolk & Rain Bongolan • Rick Jones • Sheldon Logan • Susan & Colin Pearce

Pat & Kirk Smith Circle $1,000+

                                                       Hilary Benton & David Williams • Juliana Rebagliati & John Ancic • Penny Rich & Bill Hill
Peter & Susan Canepa • The Hyatt Family •  Walter L. Wadlow & Alison M. Russell

Randy Morgan Circle $2,500+

                                                                                    Eric Jensen & Teresa McCann • Glenn Joy & Kathleen Willott • Karen & John Dowdell
May & Michael Clark  • Nancy Lenz • Penny & David Chesluk •  Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors •  Eric Jensen & Teresa McCann Glenn Joy
& Kathleen Willott • Karen & John Dowdell • May & Michael Clark Nancy Lenz • Penny & David Chesluk  •  Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors

Humphrey Pilkington Circle $5,000+

I often think about our founder Laura Hecox’s sentiment that she was taking everyone
else into partnership with her in the enjoyment of her collection. I am so grateful for the
people who have helped the Museum celebrate 120 years of connecting people with
nature through the shared enjoyment of our exhibits, programs, and natural spaces.

This truth shines through every chapter of our history, from the collectors whose gifts
founded the Museum, to the advocates who rallied to keep our doors open when city
funding was cut, to the volunteers who lovingly built our first whale exhibit, and now, to
the community that has united to restore and expand our beloved whale pod. As we look
ahead to our transition into a new building, we envision not just walls and exhibits, but a
vibrant home where future generations will gather to learn, connect, and be inspired by
the natural world, carrying forward this enduring legacy of generosity and unity.

Felicia B. Van Stolk
Executive Director

Message From The Executive Director

Annual Report 2025
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Museum Volunteers
 Aasha Abbott • Alessandra Chapman • Alexandra Sherry • Alice Levine • Alison Rusell • Amelia Dal Porto
Amy Offermann-Sims • Brian Legakis • Carol Penrose • Channing Baker • Chris Angelos • Cody Scholze

Cole Kaljian • Cynthia Ball • Dana Bagshaw • Daniela Bernal • David Silva-Espinoza • Debra Feickert
Debra Roussopoulos • Destiny Lara • Dion Shattuck-Baker • Donna Meyers • Donna Zlochistaya

Eileen Broughton • Elida Erickson • Gage Dayton • George Correos • Gracie Bright • Hannah Clark
Hillary Benton • Macall Hock • Iqra Baig • J.M. Brown • Janette Salazar • Jeb Bishop • Jeff Perez

Jessica Gagliardi • Julia Albro • Juliana Rebagliati • Julie Vergnes • Julieta Castro • Kaoru Takahashi
Karen Schmidt • Katrina Hermstad • Kristina Kincaid Glavis • Kristl Lee • Laure Barber Leah Creatura

Leah Dowty • Lise Peterson • Lucas Lenz • Mackenzie Miller • Mark Hylkema • Max Arii • Megan Gnekow
Michelle Supancich • Molly Ressler • Monica Richardson Nancy Gieringer • Nancy Lenz • Natalie Silva

Nicolas Leroy • Olivia Cohen • Olivia Lee • Paloma Porraz • Punita Sinha • Quinn Vescovo • Rylind Richmond
Sally Legakis • Sam Cannon • Sam Susan Rypka • Samantha Chow • Sarah Brothers Bot • Sonya Padron

Spencer Williams • Stephanie Greer • Steve Davenport • Steve Rosich • Susan Pearce • Sydney Gittins
Sylvia Patience • Taj Lewis • Terry Eckhardt • Vivienne Orgel • Walt Wadlow • Wayne Thompson • Yuka Oshima 

                                                                     Applewood Fund, Community Foundation • Bill & Brigid Simpkins, in Honor of Helen • Bob & Carol Simpkins
Carol Anicka Mihalik Memorial Fund  • Community Foundation Santa Cruz County • David & Lucile Packard Foundation • Eckhardt Chandler Fund

Ettinger Foundation • Helen & Wilton Webster Foundation •  Julie Packard • Meadow Fund • Rebecca & Bud Colligan • Steve & Julia Davenport

Laura Hecox Circle $10,000+

Anne Cassell • Beck Hong • Bella Kocabiyik
Chanel Robles • Chris Soriano • Felicia Van Stolk

Hannah Caisse • Hilde Largay • Isabelle West
Jenny Rieke  Hilde Largay • Karina Neeley

Kathleen Aston • Komala Correos • Laura Kummerer
• Liz Broughton • Lucy Logsdon • Mary Verutti

Ross Johnston • Tricia Hayes

Alison Russell • Daniela Bernal • Elida Erickson
Hilary Benton • J.M. Brown • Juliana Rebagliati

Katrina Hermstad • Mark Hylkema • Megan Gnekow
Monika Krach • Sarah Brothers Bot

Steve Davenport • Susan Pearce • Terry Echkardt

Museum Staff

Board of Directors

Community of Supporters
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Our Mobile Museums and bilingual
programs have expanded our reach
while strengthening connections in
South County. These efforts have
fostered lasting partnerships that
enrich the Museum experience for
both new and longtime patrons.

Outreach & Partnerships
We delivered 233 free school
programs to more than 5,000
students; supported teachers
through training and free lesson
plans; and provided over $20,000
in scholarships to increase access
and equity across our offerings.

K-12 Programs

The project gained significant momentum last year, securing 80%
of our $20 million goal through generous leadership commitments. In June, we proudly unveiled the campaign’s first public-facing
capital improvement: the restoration and enhancement of the iconic Gray Whale sculpture in Tyrrell Park, and in recognition of the
Museum’s investment in the Bright Future Campaign, the City of Santa Cruz unanimously waived all permit and building fees.

15,575
Museum
Visitors

2,346
Volunteer

Hours

907
Ongoing

Memberships

35,253
Attendees

266
Programs

joined
us at

Through immersive exhibits, education
for learners of all ages, and county wide
outreach, we welcome our community
to learn with us and become inspired. 

Connecting People
to Nature and Science

At the Museum, we strive to help our community
better understand and appreciate the world around us 

This year, major strides were made in collections care
and access, with volunteers and staff digitizing and
transcribing 3,089 records, including paleontology
and cultural collections that support research,
management, and indigenous reparations efforts.

We are employing new environmental systems to
preserve historic collections, and we are embracing
contemporary strategies to preserve ancient fossils.

Grounded in the Past,
Pointed Towards the Future

Over 1,000 specimens and artifacts were newly
inventoried or cataloged, from locally collected shells
that reveal mollusk trends in Monterey Bay to the first
full cataloging of the Loma Prieta Earthquake
collection since 1989. The collections also grew to
include remarkable brittle star fossils from Santa
Cruz’s ancient oceans and a Fresnel lighthouse lens
fragment from the region’s more recent past.

The Museum’s Collections

The Museum is a community anchor—a place where people
come together to share in the wonder of our natural environment.
The Bright Future Project is a well-thought-out way to ensure the
long-term success of that mission—that’s why we were inspired
to make an early gift to the Project. “

- Julia & Steve Davenport, Bright Future Donors

The Bright Future Campaign

The Museum’s fiscal sustainability is supported by diverse funding streams,
with revenue from individual donors, the Museum Store, ticketed events,
and additional funding from foundations, government grants, and more.

“The instructor made an intimidating
topic easy to understand and took us
through every stage. They were vigilant,
kind, helpful, and encouraging.”

- Workshop Attendee

Every October, this unique exhibit and accompanying
party explore the parts of nature that both fascinate and
frighten us. In 2024, we turned our gaze to the cosmos,
exploring humanity’s enduring curiosity about space,
and fears that come with confronting the vast unknown.

Museum of the Macabre: Out of This World

The towering coast redwoods sparked some of California’s
earliest conservation efforts and continue to inspire awe in
all who encounter them. Through storytelling and scientific
illustration, this exhibit celebrates the local history, ecology,
and impact of these ancient giants.

Treasured Trees: The Story of Coast Redwoods

Special Exhibits & Events

Education & Outreach

Statue Renovation
First installed in 1982 with a wave of community
support, the iconic gray whale sculpture has long
been a beloved landmark. This year, it was lovingly
restored and joined by a new baby companion, a
beautiful reminder of the care and dedication that
make our community so special.

Community meetings and City
Commission hearings are underway
following our permit application
submission.Visit the Bright Future
website (see below) for hearing
dates, ways to give, and more! 

Community Meetings

Financial Health

Join Us!

In partnership with schools and families, we provide youth with opportunities to engage
with science and nature through field trips and day camps. These experiences aim to
spark curiosity and gently encourage the next generation of environmental stewards.

Programs Across the County
Through programs such as lectures, workshops, and nature
walks, the Museum provides lifelong learners with opportunities
to expand their knowledge, develop skills, and engage directly
with experts. These experiences foster a deeper appreciation
of the natural world and strengthen community connection.

Raising funds to renovate, modernize,
& expand Santa Cruz’s oldest museum

Get in touch & learn more:
campaign@santacruzmuseum.org 
santacruzmuseum.org/brightfuture 
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                                               We need your help to
realize our strategic vision. Together, we will Adapt,
Evolve, and Advance toward our Bright Future! 


