
20232023
ANNUAL REPORT ANNUAL REPORT 
Ju ly  1 ,  2022 - June 30,  2023



C o n t e n t s

Director‘s Message                                           
Education                                              
Community
Exhibits
Collections
Financial Health/Board of Directors
Community of Support

       2
  3    6 
  7   10
 11    12
 13   14
       15
 16   19

Established 1905
Independent Nonprofit since 2009    1



Established 1905
Independent Nonprofit since 2009 
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Dear Friends of the Museum,

We live in a dynamic and changing world. In 2023, our work has reflected the excitement of local scientific 
discoveries, storms, and environmental shifts through innovative programs that educate, inform, and inspire. 

The Museum has been spotlighted this year as a trusted resource for a growing list of organizations. Scientific and 
governmental agencies collaborate with our team to interpret regional natural history for audiences ranging from 
local students to visitors from around the world. Our ongoing collections work benefits and inspires researchers, 
scientific illustrators, and educators, and is integrated into new exhibits. As we receive significant new acquisitions 
to conserve, our team will continue to enhance the accessibility of our collections.

Our multifaceted programs and immersive exhibitions bring together people of all ages and backgrounds to learn 
about this region’s rich natural history, from first peoples to fire and fungi. I am grateful for the Museum’s staff and 
their commitment to creating diverse opportunities for all people to deepen their understanding of science and 
nature.

There has never been a more important time for our mission: connecting people with nature and science to inspire 
stewardship of the natural world. I invite you to spend time with us, in nature and at the Museum.

Thank you for your support of this vital work.

Felicia B. Van Stolk
Executive Director



4   3

CONVERSATION THAT
INSPIRES CONSERVATION

Photo: Nate Mantua from NOAA at Perils in Paradise public program



“Nature is not a place to visit, it is home.”
                                                                                   – Gary Snyder   4



E D U C A T I O N

4,090
K-12 students participated in FREE Museum 
field trips, classroom education, and online 
programs.

  21 1
School Programs this year had local 
students spending 5,776 hours outdoors 
with us!
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“I loved it, the kids loved it, the parent volunteers loved it, 
so impressed! Exactly what I was looking for.” 
- Teacher, DeLaveaga Elementary

  142
Children participated in our 
Nature Explorers Camps, more 
than 10% through our scholarship 
program.

  164
Students attended our 17 After 
School Programs provided at 
no cost to families.
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14,280
Total Program Participants

8,136
Community Connections

1,816
Volunteer Hours

162
Outreach Programs

New South County Programs
22

PUBLIC
PROGRAMS

  7 Photo: Mike Grone from CA State Parks and researcher Alexii Sigona lead 
members on a tidepool walk.



Our Earth Stewards Project (ESP) provides high school 

students with opportunities for service learning in our 

community. At the same time, they build relationships

with environmental and land management organizations

that need volunteers, interns, and employees. Participating 

in these programs, and making a positive impact during their 

final years of primary education, supports these students’ 

social and emotional health. It also allows them to consider 

career paths that benefit their communities and the 

environment.
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EARTH STEWARDS PROGRAMS

Photo: ESP supporter Barbara Benish working with students.



COMMUNITY
      HAPPENS HERE

Throughout the year, we provided opportunities for people to 
come together, learn, and find community. From workshops 
offering skills to community gatherings celebrating nature, 
most of our programs are free -- and they are making an 
impact. The Museum stands out as a place for individuals and 
partner organizations to share a love of nature and be 
inspired to protect it. Our mushroom-themed programs 
helped over 800 people connect with the fantastic world of 
fungi. When extreme weather events impacted our region, 
we met the moment by quickly creating programs to support 
families affected by flooding, a day of information on storm 
resources, and educational programs on the historical 
context of these events and how each of us can consider our 
climate future.

  9 Photo: Members exploring the burn zone during a 
CZU and You program.



CZU and You and Fall Creek After Fire
Community science as a tool for reflection and restoration

118
Years of Service

2,420,786
Social Media 
Organic Reach

16,581
Museum Visitors

147,714
Website Page Views

293
New Members

CONNECTING 
      AS WE GROW
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EXHIBITS

More people visited the Museum than ever this year. 
Our celebrated The Art of Nature exhibit featured 45 
artists this spring, the most we have ever been able to 
display. Each year this exhibit is different and inspiring. We 
were thrilled to showcase 3-D artwork, including origami 
flowers, clay mushrooms, and resin-printed nudibranchs. 
Our correlating public programs were highly attended and 
gave participants the opportunity to learn from the artists 
and to immerse themselves creatively.
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“A wonderful experience. It is a tiny museum 
but it is so interesting for kids and adults. 
Environmental and biodiversity issues are 
addressed in an educational way.” 
- Google Review, May 2023

Artwork by Megan Gnekow

Artwork by Patricia Larenas



INSPIRE UNDERSTANDING

This year we produced two new original exhibits. 
Maritime Mysteries and Monsters featured collections 
items and collaboration with local ocean research 
organizations. With donor support, the tapertail 
ribbonfish cast was conserved and received a new case. 
Returning to public display, the ribbonfish made the 
exhibition a perfect backdrop for our annual Museum 
of the Macabre celebration. The Inner Lives of Shells 
showcased recent additions to our extensive seashell 
collections, highlighting shells native to our region and 
how a changing climate and human behavior impact the 
remarkable species that dwell within them.
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The Museum team has been thrilled to support the 
discovery of a molar from a Pacific mastodon (Mammut 
pacificus) found and recovered from Rio Del Mar State 
Beach. The fossilized tooth is only the second recorded 
mastodon specimen from Santa Cruz County. A mastodon 
skull found in Aptos in 1980 (seen below) is already part of 
the Museum’s permanent collections. In collaboration with 
California State Parks, we look forward to learning more 
about this ancient elephant-like creature and what it can 
tell us about our region’s natural history. As research 
continues, we’ll provide updates on the preservation and 
exhibition of this fascinating find with a story that 
captured the world’s attention.

SUPPORTING 
DISCOVERY

 13 13 Photo: James Stanton and paleontology consultant, Wayne Thompson, 
with the mastodon skull they discovered and indentified in 1980.



STEWARDING 
H I S T O R Y

Amidst mastodon mania, there has been a lot happening in 
our collections. Former Museum staff member Sally 
Legakis, and spouse, Brian, volunteered to help digitize 
and rehouse 165 important fragile egg specimens from our 
founding collections. Wayne Thompson, a volunteer and 
previous staff member, signed on as Paleontology 
Collections Advisor. Archivist Debra Roussopolis became 
our first dedicated historic collections processing 
volunteer. The Museum received the American Institute for 
Conservation’s Collections Assessment for Preservation, 
or CAP, to help improve collections care, making 2023 an 
exceptionally productive year.
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F I N A N C I A L  H E A LT H

E x p e n s e s

Board of Directors

 Sponsors and Program Supporters
Botanic and Luxe*
Chardonnay Charters*
City of Santa Cruz Parks and 
Recreation
Discretion Brewing*
Erik’s DeliCafe*
Lumos Labs Inc.
Om Gallery*
Pacific Edge Climbing Gym
Qualcomm Technologies, Inc.
SC County Office of Education

Santa Cruz County Bank
Santa Cruz Boardwalk - Seaside 
Company
Santa Cruz Long Board Union
Santa Cruz Warriors*
Specialized Bicycle
System Studies Incorporated
Tea House Spa*
Tracy’s Nails*
Verve Coffee Roasters*
Whole Foods Market - Santa Cruz

*indicates in-kind donations
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Alison Russell
Elida Erickson
Gage Dayton
J.M. Brown
Juliana Rebagliati 
Laura Smith*

Mark Hylkema**
Megan Gnekow**
Steve Davenport
Susan Pearce
Terry Eckhardt

*retired after serving full term - we are grateful for their service 
**new member

55% 
support from
individuals 
& sponsors

E x p e n s e s

R e v e n u e

Visit
or S
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Museum Store

Exhibits

Management &
 

General A
dministr
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Community 
Engagement
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g &
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ip

Program Servic
es

    11%    7%    12%       23%          6%           41%

20% earned income    4% foundations    14% released from restriction   
55% support from individual sponsors    5% other    1% government funds 



Board of Directors

 Sponsors and Program Supporters

*indicates in-kind donations

Aggie Morrow 
Aimee LeBlanc 
Alessandra Chapman 
Alice Levine 
Alison Rusell 
Aspen Fraim 
Ava Mueller 
Betty Buckholdt 
Bonnie Francis 
Brian Legakis 
Carlee Bowen 
Carol Penrose 
Cassandra Kingsley 
Claire Morgan 
Debra Feickert 
Debra Roussopoulos
Diego Chapman 
Donna Correos 
Eileen Broughton 
Elida Erickson 
Emma Beckman 
Gage Dayton 
Gavin Piccione 
Jessica Gagliardi

Jim Rolens 
Kayla Marie Figard 
Ken Kellman 
Kimbra (Byrd) Johnson 
Kristie Stott 
Laura Smith 
Lise Peterson 
Lora Monfils 
Madison Shirey 
Marcus Anderson 
Matthew Lu 
Odessa Pearce 
Sally Legakis 
Sam Susan Rypka 
Samantha Chow 
Sharron Reiss-Miller 
Sonya Padron 
Steve Davenport 
Susan Pearce 
Sylvia Patience 
Terry Eckhardt 
Wayne Thompson 
Ximena Moura

Volunteers

Light Keeper Society
Glenn C. Joy and Kathleen Willott
Robert Stephens
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Museum Staff
Felicia B. Van Stolk
Lucy Logsdon
Kiersten Elzy-Loving
Marisa Gomez
Liz Broughton
Kathleen Aston
Isabelle West

Jenny Rieke
Chris Soriano
Emily Antonino
Ellen Stone
Jack Mazza
Hannah Caisse 
Mary Verutti

Rocio Sánchez-Nolasco
Natalie Wollmann
Chris Dunphy
Lu Luna
Hannah Rouland

Alison Russell and 
Walter Wadlow
Bob and Carol Simpkins
Carolyn Hyatt
Daryl Dichek
Donald Bear and Lori Helman
Glenn Joy and 
Kathleen Willott
Juliana Rebagliati and 
John Ancic

Our Community of Supporters

Applewood Fund, Community 
Foundation Santa Cruz County 
Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2
Community Foundation Santa Cruz County
David & Lucile Packard Foundation
Eckhardt Chandler Fund
Helen and Wilton Webster Foundation
Robert Stephens

$1,000-$4,999

$5,000+
Lisa Michelle Williams and Lloyd Tabb
Louise Jared
Marilyn Calciano
Martha Seaver and Scott Walecka
Mary Wells and Jonathan Westphal
The Pat and Kirk Smith Family
Penny Rich and Bill Hill
Peter and Susan Canepa
Richard Van Stolk and Rain Bongolan
Rick and Cole Jones
Steve and Julia Davenport
Susan Bertken Slinger

$1,000-$4,999

$500-$999
Anonymous 3
Barbara and Reid Casey
Bill and Cloy Codiga
David Shuman and Hilary Bryant
Elida Erickson and Mike Kittredge
Frans Lanting and Chris Eckstrom
Gage and Elizabeth Dayton



C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S U P P O R T E R S
$500-$999
Gero Heine*
Ginger and Jim Tolonen
Grace Voss
Harry and Mary Blanchard
Jack Whitaker
Janis O’Driscoll
Jeffie Feakins
Jerry and Robynn Walters
J.M. Brown and Brian Arao
Leanne Newman
Linda Plager
Lise Peterson and Donald Peattie
Michael and Shelly Woolf
Mike and Tracy Leffler
Nancy Lenz
Pfotenhauer Wilshusen Family
Rainbow Mitchell-Fox and Eric Bitter
Robin and Brett Cox
Rodney Atchison
Rowland and Patricia Rebele
Roy Bartholomew
Sara and Joe Mikles
Shelly and Michael Woolf
Steven and Mary Bignell
Susan and Colin Pearce
Susan Barstow French
Susan and Alan Hill
Thomas and Connie Wilson
Todd and Corinne Wipke
William and Laurie Davis

$250-$499
Andrea and Don Rich
Anna Davenport
Anna Haukness
Bambi and Stan Bovee
Barbara Canfield
Bob Correa and Denny Carroll
Bonnie and Mark Overgaard
Bruce and Shannon McFarland 
Carrie Pomeroy and Andy Fisher
Chris Sulots
Christina and Maadeline Wilson
Daniel Schmida
Eugene Veteska
Fe Bongolan
Ferd Bergholz
Gabrielle Stocker
Galen Howard Hilgard
Gerry Mandel
Ginny Aragon
Gloria Lee
Greg and Sue Mendell
Harper Street Ink Fund
Hilary Benton and David Williams
Ingrid Parker and Greg Gilbert
James Engelman
Jane Orbuch
Jeb Bishop and Lexi White
Jerry and Janet Souza
Joan Howe and Michael Howe
Joanne Curby

Joe and Marcella Hall 
John and Sara Blakeslee
Joni and Drew Janecki
Kenny Elvin*
Kent and Marie Imai
Kristen and Baldo Marinovic
Laurie King
Lili and Tom Beggs
Lisa and Tim Robinson
Lisa Sheridan
Marlene Mirassou and Steve Houlihan
Marty Ackerman
Mary and Tom Haverstock
Matthew Pearson
Meegan Painter
Michael and Toby Alexander
Nancy and Robert Ley
Nancy Lewis and Mike Morton
Nancy Woolf
Patricia and William Murchison
Pattie Blade
Paul Winkler
Pfotenhauer Wilshusen Family
Phillip Broughton 
Ruth Antolini
Shawndy  Linquist
Stephen Green and Masako Ogihara
Sue Wilson
Susan Nerton and Tom Thacher
Vern Katz and Deborah Dotters
William and Patricia Mazzera

$100-$249
Alice Levine and Richard Harroun
Alison Laurie Palmer
Amy and Mike Glasgow
Amy and David Harrington Fund
Angie Gruys
Aniko Kannas and Macy Millan
Ann and Dobie Jenkins
Ann Miya and John Mark
Barbara and Larry Palla
Barbara Dahlgren
Betsy and Bill Engelman
Brandais Roumasset
Brooks Marquette
Bruce and Breta Holgers
Bryan and Hilde Largay
Candace Waage and 
Alan Hiromura
Carmen Mulholand
Carol Fuller
Carole Stanfield and John Kocal
Christina Floyd
Christine Bunting and 
Richard Wohlfeiler
Cynthia Siegel and Stan Einhorn
David-Ladd Wilson and 
Mary Lee Crooks
Debbie Bulger and Richard Stover
Debra Feldstein and Ken Chizinsky
Donald Franson, Jr
Donald Wright and Leslie Bixel
Donalyn Mikles
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Alice Levine and Richard Harroun
Alison Laurie Palmer
Amy and Mike Glasgow
Amy and David Harrington Fund
Angie Gruys
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Ann and Dobie Jenkins
Ann Miya and John Mark
Barbara and Larry Palla
Barbara Dahlgren
Betsy and Bill Engelman
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Brooks Marquette
Bruce and Breta Holgers
Bryan and Hilde Largay
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Carmen Mulholand
Carol Fuller
Carole Stanfield and John Kocal
Christina Floyd
Christine Bunting and 
Richard Wohlfeiler
Cynthia Siegel and Stan Einhorn
David-Ladd Wilson and 
Mary Lee Crooks
Debbie Bulger and Richard Stover
Debra Feldstein and Ken Chizinsky
Donald Franson, Jr
Donald Wright and Leslie Bixel
Donalyn Mikles

C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S U P P O R T E R S

Donna and Peter Thomas
Dorothy Ruby
Eileen Morrissey
Ellen Hilgersom and Ericka Townsend
Ellen Yeoman
Evy Cambridge and Lalo Fiorelli
Fred and Nancy Fischer
Fred Tejada
Gabriela Tinoco and Michael McGee
Gail Newel and Kelli Beingesser
Gary Griggs and 
Deepika Shrestha Ross
Gary Silberstein and Joan De Neffe
Gay Byington
Genie Boaz
Heidi Gatch
Hui Ju and Junyi Gao
James and Catharine Gill
Jane and Wes Scott
Janet and Kelsey Schwind
Janet Kornblum and Rhys Pedersen
Javier Balloffet and Julie Graessle
Jay Cutler
Jeffrey Meyer
Jennifer and Hugh Grubb
Jennifer Anderson
Jenny and Mike Jacox
Jessica Carlson and John Antonakos
Jim Rolens and Debra Spencer
Joan and Mark Griffiths

John and 
Bernadette Ricker 
Marjorie Davis
John Guthrie
Joyce and Burt Rodgers
Julie Powers
Kathleen Benz Olsen and 
Johnny Simmons
Kay and Gerry Bowden
Kay Cumming
Ken and Jill Gimelli
Ken Kellman
Kim Steinhardt and Madelyn Choi
Krishna Garewal
Kristen Jensen
Lance Linares and Laura Sutherland
Laurel Fox and Donald Potts
Laurence Stearns
Lawrence and Julie Haff
Lee Taiz
Linda Brodman
Lisa and Tom Coleman
Lleni Carr
Lynne and Gary Greene
Margaret Gordon
Margaret Perham and 
Richard Griffith
Margie and Ed Claxton
Mari de Noon Sharp and 
Dustin Sharp
Mari Tustin

Mark and Jane Silberstein 
Marie Grace Brook and 
Peter Szydlowski 
Marian Konevich 
Marielle Warren
Mark and Jane Silberstein
Mary Anne Carson
Mary Ellen Irons
Mary Hung
Mary Lou Stewart
May and Michael Clark
Melissa Thompson
Merill Hambright
Michael Loik and Karen Holl
Michael and Judith Orbach
Michael Warriner and Kirill Zaitsev
Michele Ignoffo and Joseph Culver
Mukund Sharma and 
Divyasree Sharma
Nancy Ogle and Andre Dunkell
Neal Coonerty
Nicky Hughes and Carlene Hawksley
Nicole and Chris Coburn
Nikoletta Yukich
Olivia Cussimano
Orsolya and Harry Salzberg
Peggy O’Laughlin
Phil and Marilyn Rockey
Phyllis Norris
Phyllis Rosenblum
Randall Rea and Kathleen Loughlin
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Ray and Pam Collins
Richard and Theresa Thomas 
Richard Orser and 
Elizabeth Orser-Cataldi
Robin Drury
Ronnie Lipschutz and 
Mary Ann Wieland
Rosamaria Garcia and 
Theodore Sanchez
Sally and Brian Legakis
Sarah and Chris Woolf
Sol Katzman and Lisa Hochstein
Sonya Padron and 
Scott Chapman
Stefanie and Mark Malone
Steve Werner
Stuart and Lisa Woolf
Sue Myers
Susan Baron and Phil Sharfstein
Susan Jacobs and Michael Staley
Susan Maresco and Walt Oicle
Suzanne MacLean
Sycha Spengemenn
Tami Lynn
Terri and Wylie Tollette
Theresa Daly
Thomas and Georgia Schuttish
Tom and Sonia Deetz
Vern Katz and Deborah Dotters
Wayne Thompson

*indicates in-kind donations

$100-$249



(831) 420-6115 | santacruzmuseum.org

Your support helps
inspire stewardship 
of nature across generations. TA X  I D  9 4 - 2 4 2 7 7 3 3

1305 East Cliff Drive | Santa Cruz, CA 95062


