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Connecting people 
with nature and science 
to inspire stewardship
of the natural world.
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Dear Friends of the Museum,

This has been a year of great accomplishments as we continue fulfilling
our mission. In spring, the Museum announced the acquisition of an Ice
Age ground sloth fossil unearthed by a kindergarten class. Such
discoveries inspire us to envision the landscape in different eras. It also
forces us to think about Santa Cruz’s changing landscape as
atmospheric rivers continue to intensify erosion, prompting new fossil
discoveries. 

At the Museum, we look to the past to help understand the present and
prepare for the future. We are proud to be a trusted resource for
preserving Santa Cruz’s natural history, interpreting its open spaces, and
connecting with the next generation of scientists.

The young naturalists who discovered the sloth bone embody the ethos
of Museum founder Laura Hecox, who spent her childhood exploring
Santa Cruz’s natural landscapes, learning about natural history. Anyone
can be a naturalist! This is especially heartwarming to me as I introduce
my young family to the Museum. My dream for the future is to cultivate
the Museum as a place for my kids to grow as members of our
community, as critical thinkers, and as stewards of the environment.

I invite you all to join us in working towards this vision by supporting the
Bright Future Campaign to enhance the Museum for generations of
Santa Cruz naturalists to come.

In Community,

Preserving
our community’s
natural treasures

for the next
generation.
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Through immersive exhibits, engaging
education for learners of all ages, and
outreach across the county, the Museum
welcomes our whole community to learn
with us and become inspired. 

938
TOTAL 

MEMBERSHIPS

17,374 
MUSEUM
VISITORS

1,822
VOLUNTEER

HOURS

785
STUDENTS

PARTICIPATED IN
AFTER SCHOOL

PROGRAMS

23,323
PEOPLE SERVED

THROUGH 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY
TO NATURE AND SCIENCE



6,371 
STUDENTS
FROM ACROSS 
SANTA CRUZ
COUNTY

INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION
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K-12 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
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648
STUDENTS

BENEFITED FROM
TRANSPORTATION

SCHOLARSHIPS

275
YOUTH

CONTRIBUTED TO
COMMUNITY 

SERVICE PROJECTS

2,127 
STUDENTS

LEARNED WITH
EDUCATIONAL

KITS FOR
CLASSROOMS

school districts served 



06ENGAGING TEACHERS
EDUCATION WORKSHOP WITH 
THE AMAH MUTSUN TRIBAL BAND

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY OFFICE OF
EDUCATION TEACHER LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABILITY

The Museum hosted its annual workshop with the
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band led by Chairman
Valentin Lopez for teachers from across the
county. The Museum continues to offer a First
Peoples of Santa Cruz field trip and resources
including lesson plans and classroom kits.

Museum educators hosted a nature-based poetry
workshop for SCCOE’s Youth-Led Leadership
Alliance, and supported a classroom action
project by teaching students about developing
interpretive signs. 
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The Outdoor Equity Program provides
bilingual Spanish/English nature
education with support from California
State Parks including summer camps
for kids, multigenerational nature
walks, and nature art activities.

¡VAMOS AFUERA! LET’S GO OUTSIDE! 
NATURE PROGRAMMING FOR SOUTH SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

8,849
COMMUNITY
MEMBERS

38
NATURE 
FIELD TRIPS

35
COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES



EXHIBITS THE CURIOUS WORLD 
OF SEAWEED

MUSEUM OF THE MACABRE
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THE ART OF NATURE 

This exhibit dug into the vast and complicated
landscape beneath our feet, from scary
geological forces to fossils emerging to tell
stories about pre-historic Santa Cruz. 

This extraordinary
traveling exhibition
featured captivating
color “portraits” of
seaweed inspired by
Josie Iselin’s book 
of the same name. 

Featuring 59 pieces from 46 local
artists, the diversity of topics and
techniques on display for our annual
exhibition of science illustration was
inspirational. Museum intern Mason
Schratter’s illustration of the Jefferson’s
ground sloth was featured alongside
the famous fossil.

Artist Mason Schratter with museum patons at the
Art of Nature

Seaweed Naturalist Night lecture

The annual Macabre party



Through maps, community voices, and breathtaking
landscapes, Monumental Steps explored this unique open
space that is now part of the National Monument system.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOURS
The Museum partnered with the Bureau of Land
Management to provide interpretive hikes to Cotoni-Coast
Dairies and will continue offering tours until the property
opens to the general public.
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Museum staff hike led by the Bureau of Land Management Museum patrons at the exhibit opening

COTONI-COAST DAIRIES:
MONUMENTAL STEPS

Sponsored by Sempervirens Fund

Cotoni-Coast Dairies
MONUMENTAL STEPS



The capacity for our collections to serve our mission and
community is constantly expanding. With the support of
an incredible team of digitization-focused volunteers, our
geology, postcard, and ornithology records have been
captured in our database, which will be the foundation
for a publicly accessible collections catalog, coming soon.

PRESERVING NATURAL HISTORY & CULTURE
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
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Hannah Caisse leading a
cavity mount training Mammoth tooth fossil Early 20th c. postcard featuring the original Santa Cruz Lighthouse



FRANK PERRY’S GEOLOGY OF THE
NORTHERN MONTEREY BAY REGION
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We were honored to host a book launch event for long-
time Museum friend, Frank Perry, whose newest
publication features Museum artifacts and specimens.
This accessible and informative text shines a light on the
ways in which people have related to local geology
through time. 

The Museum is proud to feature local authors and
publications that deepen our connection to local natural
history. Author Frank Perry and cover artist

Maia Negre



JEFFERSON’S GROUND
SLOTH DISCOVERY

ICE AGE FOSSIL CAMPAIGN
RECEIVED ASTC AWARD
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The Museum earned the Association of Science and
Technology Center’s 2024 Roy L. Shafer Leading Edge
Award for the Ice Age Sloth Campaign, which effectively
wove together the crucial work in our collections with
education, exhibits, and public outreach. The campaign
received widespread media attention and attracted new
audiences to the Museum!

This year the Museum celebrated the first reported fossil
evidence of a Jefferson’s ground sloth in Santa Cruz
County. Encountered by school children, the specimen is
the arm bone of a ground sloth (Megalonyx jeffersonii). Not
only do discoveries like this help us understand the
ancient ecologies of Santa Cruz County, they also inspire
the next generation of paleontologists.

Collection Manager Kathleen Aston, and Paleontology Advisor
Wayne Thompson at the discovery site of the sloth fossil



CELEBRATING HISTORY IN THE MAKING

The City of Santa Cruz’s first public
museum opens its doors. It features
the collection of lighthouse keeper
Laura Hecox, credited as the
Museum’s founder who donated her
collection to bring her community
“into partnership with her in the
enjoyment of it.”

SANTA CRUZ’S
FIRST MUSEUM

COMMUNITY
CORNERSTONE 
The Museum launches its Bright

Future Campaign to renovate and
expand the historic building for the

first time in nearly 60 years, ensuring
the organization can advance its

mission for generations to come. 

The Museum features enhanced
programs, immersive exhibits,

and state-of-the art collections,
which deepen the love of nature

and learning held by all who visit.

OUR FUTURE
MUSEUM

1905 2024 COMING
SOON
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Carnegie Library, home of the
Museum since 1954



Programming
37%

Administrative
22%

Visitor Services & Museum Store
19%

Exhibits
13%

Donors & Sponsors
56.6%

Earned Income
27.4%

Other
13.2%

Sponsor an event or program

FINANCIAL
HEALTH

WAYS TO SUPPORT
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Give a one-time gift

Sign up to give monthly

The Lightkeeper Society

Contact development@santacruzmuseum.org 
to learn more about special programs. 

LEARN ABOUT THE BRIGHT
FUTURE CAMPAIGN!
By renovating and expanding our historic museum,
we will advance and modernize our immersive
exhibits, programs, and collections, sustaining and
deepening the love of nature and learning
experienced by all who visit us.

 www.santacruzmuseum.org/brightfuture

Gov. Grants 
3%

Fundraising &
Membership

9%

Diverse funding streams including
earned revenue from the membership
program, gift shop, and ticketed
programs ensure the Museum’s fiscal
sustainabiilty.

https://www.santacruzmuseum.org/brightfuture/


Emily Antonino
Kathleen Aston
Liz Broughton
Hannah Caisse
Tricia Hayes
Beck Hong

Ross Johnston
Lucy Logsdon
Lu Moon
Monica Richardson
Jenny Rieke
Chanel Robles

OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Daniela Bernal*
JM Brown
Steve Davenport
Gage Dayton 
Terry Eckhardt
Elida Erickson
Megan Gnekow

Mark Hylkema*
Juliana Rebagliati 
Alison Russell
Susan Pearce

MUSEUM STAFF
Executive Director Felicia B. Van Stolk

Rocio Sánchez-Nolasco
Chris Soriano
Ellen Stone
Tara Thomas
Mary A. Verutti
Isabelle West

*New board member - Welcome! 

2024 NATURALIST AWARD
At the annual Laura Hecox Day event, Dr. Philip
D. Carpenter received the award in honor of
his commitment to education and sharing his
passion for mycology with the community.

The education team Philip Carpenter accepts the Naturalist Award



OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
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VOLUNTEERS
Aggie Morrow
Aimee LeBlanc
Alessandra Chapman
Alice Levine
Betty Buckholdt
Bonnie Francis
Brian Legakis
Bryan Badway
Byrd Johnson
Carol Penrose
Debra Feickert
Debra Roussopoulos
Diego Chapman
Eileen Broughton
Emma Beckman
Iris Paten
Jasper Donahoe
Jessica Gagliardi
Karen Schmidt
Kathryn McCullough
Kayla Marie Figard
Ken Kellman

Komala Correos
Lise Peterson
Lora Monfils
Marcus Anderson
Mason Schratter
Melissa R Le
Melissa San Miguel
Michelle Supanich
Monica Richardson
Odessa Pearce
Punita Sinha
Randy Zhang
Sally Legakis
Sonya Padron
Stella Gerlach
Sylvia Patience
Ty Hichman
Wayne Thompson
Willy Gehiere
Yuka Oshima
Zachary Clark

SPONSORS & PARTNERS
Bureau of Land Management
California Office of Small Business Advocate
California Parks and Recreation
Peninsula Open Space Trust
Santa Cruz County Bank
Santa Cruz County Office of Education
Sempervirens Fund
Seven Ravens Studio
The Resilience Initiative
The Volunteer Center
UCSC’s The Humanities Institute
Voya Financial

IN-KIND DONORS
Birichino Winery
Discretion Brewing
Equinox Wine
Erik's DeliCafe
Gary's Plastic Place
Gero Heine
KAZU 
New Leaf Community Market
Nicholson Vineyards
Sante Adairius Rustic Ales
Slice Pizza Project
Storrs Winery
Tacos al Fuego
The Booth Bus
Tracy’s Nails
Verve Coffee Roasters
Wyatt Hersey

Seaweed Naturalist Night lecture

THE LIGHTKEEPER SOCIETY
Glenn C. Joy and Kathleen Willott
Robert Stephens



OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
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$5,000+
Anonymous 1
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz 
Eckhardt Chandler Fund
Eric Jensen and Teresa McCann
Ettinger Foundation
Helen and Wilton Webster Foundation
Anonymous 2
Robert and Carol Simpkins Family Fund
Robert Stephens
Sempervirens Fund
Teresa McCann and Eric Jensen
The Humanities Institute
Volunteer Center

$1,000-$4,999+
Aceves-London Family Fund
Anonymous 3
Barbara and Reid Casey
Bill and Cloy Codiga
Bill Hill and Penny Rich
The Hyatt Family
Chuck and Gigi Pina
Clo and Jack Whitaker
Cloy and Bill Codiga
Donald Bear and Lori Helman
Donna Meyers and Roberta Hunter
Elsa Garmire and Robert Russell
Ferd Bergholz
Judy Moon and Bob Otness
Juliana Rebagliati and John Ancic
Julie and Ralph Kimball
Kathleen Willott and Glenn Joy
Laura Smith and Rowland Morin
Pfotenhauer Wilshusen Family
Martha Seaver and Scott Walecka
Mike and Myriam Cohen
Nancy Lenz

Nicole Sylvia
Peninsula Open Space Trust
Peter and Susan Canepa
Richard Van Stolk and Rain Bongolan
Rick Jones 
Santa Cruz County Bank
Sara and Joe Mikles
Sheldon Logan

$500-$999+
Eric Bitter and Rainbow Mitchell-
Fox
Gage and Elizabeth Dayton
Ginger and Jim Tolonen
J.M. Brown and Brian Arao
Jane Orbuch
Laurie and William Davis
Lili Wenzel Beggs and Tom Beggs
Linda and William Bailey
Lise Getoor

$500-$999+
Lorraine Barba
Metzger and Lum Family Charitable
Fund
Nick and Jeffie Feakins
Pamela Reitsma
Patty Lezin
Paul Turner
Protti Family Fund
Randy Repass and Sally-Christine
Rodgers
Rodney Atchison
Samantha Daly
Steve and Julia Davenport
Steven and Mary Bignell
Susan and Alan Hill
Susan and Colin Pearce
Thomas and Georgia Schuttish
Alison Russell and Walter Wadlow
Chris Eckstrom and Frans Lanting
Donald Peattie and Lise Peterson
Elida Erickson and Mike Kittredge
Emily Coonerty

$250-$499+
Aggie Morrow
Amanda Abronson and Ronald
Birrell
Andy Fisher and Carrie Pomeroy
Anna Davenport
Araina Hansen and Phillip
Broughton
Bambi and Stan Bovee
Bernadette and John Ricker
Bob Correa and Denny Carroll
Connie and Thomas Wilson
Debbie and Thomas Sahakian
Drew and Joni Janecki
Elizabeth Clifton-Doolin and David
Doolin
Ernest and Ruth Antolini
Galen Howard Hilgard
Gary Griggs and Deepika Shrestha
Ross
Gary Walter
Gerry Mandel
Ginny Aragon

$250-$499+
Gregory Gilbert
Harper Street Ink Fund
Jane and Stacey Zones
Janis O'Driscoll
Joan and Michael Howe
Joe and Susan Mingione
John Holmes
Jonathan Westphal and Mary Wells
Julia Fuerst and Glenn Nelson
Julie Powers
Kathleen Benz Olsen and Johnny
Simmons
Kimberly Phelps and Michael Stephens
Kristen Jensen
Lisa and Tim Robinson
Madison Heying and David Kant
Mark and Stefanie Malone
Marty Ackerman
Nancy and Robert Ley
Owen Brown
Patricia and William Murchison
Pattie Blade
Peggy and Wes Sumida
Peter Weng
Steven Hopkinson
Susan Barstow French

$1,000-$4,999+

$100-$249+
Aaron Sugiyama and Yesenia Samano
Adriel McCluer and Mark Bibbo
Alexander Castro and Marie Bafus
Alfio and Gerry Crema
Alice Levine and Richard Harroun
Alida and Tom Canale
Alison Laurie Palmer
Allison Cox
Andrea and Dave Welles
Andrea London
Ann and Dobie Jenkins
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$100-$249+

OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS

Anne and Bryan Cassell
Audrey Trautwein and John Thomas
Barbara and Paul Brown
Barbara Banfield
Ben Augarten
Ben Pearl and Lily Balloffet
Beverly and John Sweeney
Bob and Melissa Aston
Bob and Michelle Kibrick
Bobbie Mayer and David Clayton
Schneider
Bonnie Francis
Bree Candiloro and Jordan Plotsky
Breta and Bruce Holgers
Brett and Robin Cox
Brooks Marquette
Bruce and Heidi Donald
Bruce and Robin Larsen
Bryan and Hilde Largay
Camille Schwartz
Carina Chen
Carol and Matt Vincenot
Carole Stanfield and John Kocal
Carolyn Christopherson
Cassie and Scott Bronson
Catherine Hsu and Greg Pepping
Cathy Crowe
Cathy Stefanki and Don Iglesias
Cecelia Prindle
Chelsea Sterrett
Chris Jong
Chris Lay and Elizabeth Andrews
Christina Floyd
Christine Bunting and Richard
Wohlfeiler
Colleen and Rob Butterfield
Cyndi Dawson and Erin Twomey
Cynthia Mathews

Cynthia Siegel and Stan Einhorn
Dave Hogye and Diane Craddock
David Tanza
David-Ladd Wilson and Mary Lee Crooks
Debbie Bulger and Richard Stover
Debra Heavens
Derek Fitzpatrick and Heidi Boverman
Devon and Louise Pearse
Donna Ziel
Dorothy Ruby
Drew Perkins and Kerri Johnson
Ed and Margie Claxton
Eileen Morrissey
Elizabeth and Michael Lim
Eloise Graham and Orion Benson
Emily and Jason Luehrs
Eric Miller and Michelle Templeton
Fe Bongolan
Frank and Jill Perry
Fred Tejada
Gaye Clemson
Ginnie Mickelson
Greg and Karen Cochran
Harry and Orsolya Salzberg
Haven Shannon and Jazz Dugan
Helen Taylor and Matt Reimert
Howard and Susan Schwartz
Hugh and Jennifer Grubb
Ibukun Bloom and Christina Navarro
Irene and Jack Jones
Janet and Kelsey Schwind
Jay Melena and Nicole Zahm
Jeb Bishop and Lexi White
Jennifer Anderson
Jim and Karen Munro
JiunJye Chang and YaPing Wu
Joan De Neffe and Gary Silberstein
Joanne Curby

John and Merill Hambright
John Locke
Julie and Lawrence Haff
Justine Leverett and Rose Amaru
Kaoru Takahashi
Karen Holl and Michael Loik
Katie and Mike Godsy
Kenneth and Michele Averill
Kent Miller
Kim Steinhardt and Madelyn Choi
Kimberly Butts
Lauren Eby and Thomas Quigg
Linda Brodman
Linda Wilson and Arthur Macmillan
Lisa Sheridan and Larry Hattis
Lori Elling
Louise and Devon Pearse
Margaret Perham and Richard Griffith
Marian Konevich
Marisa Gomez and Jeffrey Meyer
Mark and Jane Silberstein
Mary Ellen Irons
Mary Hung
Mary Lou Stewart
May and Michael Clark
Melanie and Scott Lindberg
Melissa Thompson
Michael and Elizabeth Liu
Michael and Kirill Warriner
Michael Arenson and Susan Dahlgren
Michele Replogle
Mike Maroney and Antonie Del Bonta
Nancy Fowler
Nancy Woolf
Nanlouise Wolfe and Stephen Zunes
Neal and Teresa Cabrinha
Nicola Schratter
Patrice and Nina Tanti

Peggy Lizaur
Peggy O'Laughlin
Petrina Burkard and Gary Gehiere
Phyllis Rosenblum
Rena Cochlin
Richard Orser and Elizabeth Orser-
Cataldi
Robin Drury
Robin Tittle and Seunggu Han
Ron Martino
Sara W. Smith
Sarah and Chris Woolf
Sarah Bot
Scott and Peggy Seltz
Sonia and Thomas Deetz Giving Fund
Sonya Padron and Scott Chapman
Steve and Marlene Houlihan
Steve and Vivienne Graham
Sue Myers
Susan Bertken Slinger
Susan Jacobs and Michael Staley
Susan Jessen
Sybille Miller
Tami Lynn
Tiffany De Priest
Tiffany Murzi and Brett Moyce
Vern Katz and Deborah Dotters
Wes and Jane Scott



Connections to nature and science
education should be available to everyone.
You help us make that possible. 1305 East Cliff Drive | Santa Cruz, CA 95062

(831) 420-6115 | santacruzmuseum.org 
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