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Dear Friends of the Museum,

We are proud to share our 2021 Annual Report for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2020,
through June 30, 2021.

Creativity, flexibility, and collaboration with our community have helped the Museum
rise to meet the challenges of this year. 

Keeping our entire team together was a priority. We are very proud of our staff, who
found innovative tools to engage the public, support students, and execute indoor,
outdoor, and remotely accessible programs to meet the moment. 

As we commemorated our 115th anniversary in August of 2020, the community faced
another historical event during an already tumultuous time. The wildfires that roared
through our region were a dramatic reminder of how deeply connected our lives are to
our natural surroundings. The Museum's mission to connect people with nature and
science to inspire stewardship of the natural world took on a new urgency and
relevance, reinvigorating our work and deepening our commitment to this mission. 

This report reflects the final year executing a Strategic Plan that charted a path of
growth and renewal. We are now prepared to embark on a new plan constructed on
the strong foundations we've built centered on creativity, diversity, and collaboration.

           

          



Science Education

3,185
K-12  students used
virtual lesson plans

based on Museum field
trips and programs

Students attended
Nature Explorers day
camps in the winter,
spring and summer

69



 Students participated in
live virtual programs with
Museum educators based

on Museum field trips

559

52
Live virtual Earth Stewards

Programs focused on nature
connection and conservation

provided to alternative
education high school classes  

Science Education



Museum at Your Side

The Museum At Your Side resource page
is our new educational content, videos,
and activities hub. 

Online access provides students of all
ages and abilities the tools and
inspiration for connecting with nature
at any time and wherever they are.

49 videos of past Museum programs
31 blog posts including: On the Rocks series, the Rock
Record, the Collections Close-Up, 9 guided activities
for exploration
and more!

At the end of June 2021, this online collection offered:



The Museum continues to connect with
people and nature in new ways. Taking
our programs and resources online has
become an opportunity to zoom into new
topics and bring naturalists into
classrooms and homes, expanding our
community of learning around the world. 

Naturalists Online

Left: "Human Nature: In Relationship with California Rare Plants" with Barnali
Ghosh and Amy Patten. Below: (right) A Cyclist's Guide to the Wildflowers of
Santa Cruz, (middle) Macabre Mushrooms with Chris , (left) New Perspectives
on the Past Through Freshly Exposed Rocks

https://www.santacruzmuseum.org/new-perspectives-on-the-past-through-freshly-exposed-rocks/


Exhibits

These exhibits were visited 8,791 times. 

Clockwise from upper left: 

First Peoples of California, 2020 Vision,

 Fossils of Santa Cruz County, 

Garden Learning Center Guide

Developing new virtual
exhibits has offered enriching
extensions to the Museum's
permanent and temporary
exhibitions while inviting
both viewers and visitors to
keep learning.



Nature's Resilience On Display

Behind closed doors, staff
worked on transforming
gallery spaces and
permanent exhibits with
fresh paint, a new layout, and
re-imagined  interpretation. 

The annual Art of Nature exhibit opened on
April 10, 2021, inside the Museum’s galleries
and online, allowing us to welcome visitors
from all over. 

Visitors were able to enjoy this cherished
tradition while also experiencing our
refreshed permanent galleries.

Left: The Art of Nature . Below left: Staff  working on refresh during closure.
Below right: Updated gallery interpretation



Re-emerging

Challenges throughout the past year have
transformed many things, highlighting
the importance of community and what
can be accomplished when working
together. In partnership we have helped
one another find new ways to thrive. 

2020 Vision was our first community-created exhibit

in recent history. It inspired the first of several “Pop-

ups in the Park” as we extended the Museum out into

beautiful Tyrrell Park, where our visitors were able to

safely connect. 

Left: Pop-ups in the park featured 2020 Vision photographers (left) and Art of
Nature artists (right). Below: 2020 Vision commemorative books were sold,
raising $600 for the Community Foundation of Santa Cruz’s Fire Relief Fund.  



The Kenneth S. Norris Center for

Natural History and the California

Native Plant Society have joined the

Museum in bringing community

scientists together for the CZU
Lightning Complex & Community
Science Project to explore and

understand local fire ecology.

Museums, arts organizations, and
galleries throughout the county
collaborated during the pandemic
to support each other and
coordinate a “welcome back”
reopening campaign for local
cultural institutions through
"Museum Month."

Collaboration with other organizations has expanded our
perspectives and opportunities to serve the community. 

Lifelong learners connect with
nature and each other all year-round
through our engaging programs
including the family-friendly Out and
About series and Member Meet-ups.

Stronger together



Collections

Future Museum Professionals

This year’s collection stewardship intern had a

blended role. In addition to inventorying and

photographing more than 450 specimens, they were 

 able to focus more than ever before on synthesizing

collections content for visitor engagement. 

Inventory & Enhancements

We inventoried over 1000 collections objects

across our fossil, geology, and stone tool

collections during the year. By adding four new

shelving bays, over 400 pieces have now moved

into an improved storage infrastructure.

Left: geology cabinet A-094. Below: fossil leaf collected by high school student in the
1970's, geology intern Clara Stanbury photographs quartz crystal as part of the Museum's
collections digitization process



Collections

Taking the Close-Up Further

The Collections Close-up expanded from a monthly
blog series to content highlighting the stories of our
collections, a bi-monthly blog, and member events. 

These explorations of our collections, collectors, and
collaborating institutions can now be found on the
Museum's website, accessible anywhere, any time.

Left: Collections Close-Up: Benitoite with Hilde Schwartz Below: Collections Close-Up:
Making Sense of Made-for-Sale (left),  Collections Close-Up: Herbarium Highlight(s)
(middle), Collections Close-Up:  Storytelling with Skulls (right)



By the Numbers

Followers on
Social Media

11,613
Unique pageviews on

the website

86,299
Views of 49 

online programs

11,263

NEW Museum
Members joined 

117 1205
Participants in

outdoor
programming 

3022
Visitors after

re-opening 
April 10 -June 30



Financial Health




61.9%




24%

8.7%
2.9%

35.5%



31.5%



16.2%15.5%

1.4%

Financial Health

Operational expenses totaled $725,585
Earned income from retail sales increased by 36% 
Special Note:  both revenue and expenses were lower than previous year due to the pandemic 

Revenue Expenses

*Includes facility rentals and fees

Individuals &
Sponsors

Other*

Restricted
Cotributions

Earned Income

Foundations

Management & 
General

Administration

Fundraising &
Membership

Exhibits &
Collections

Education &
Community
Engagement

Visitor Services

2.5 %



Financial Health

J.M. Brown, PresidentJ.M. Brown, President

Gage Dayton, Vice PresidentGage Dayton, Vice President

Susan Pearce, SecretarySusan Pearce, Secretary

Laura Smith, TreasurerLaura Smith, Treasurer

Steve DavenportSteve Davenport

Terry EckhardtTerry Eckhardt

Rebecca HernandezRebecca Hernandez

Rick JonesRick Jones

Juliana RebagliatiJuliana Rebagliati

Alison RussellAlison Russell

Board of Directors Staff

Elise Scheuermann*Elise Scheuermann*

Ellen StoneEllen Stone

Christopher SorianoChristopher Soriano

Selena SteinSelena Stein

Felicia Van StolkFelicia Van Stolk

Mary A. VeruttiMary A. Verutti

Angela WardAngela Ward

Isabelle WestIsabelle West

Kathleen AstonKathleen Aston

Liz BroughtonLiz Broughton

Kiersten Elzy-Loving**Kiersten Elzy-Loving**

Marisa GomezMarisa Gomez

Spencer KlinefelterSpencer Klinefelter

Jessica "Lu" LunaJessica "Lu" Luna

Rocio Sánchez-NolascoRocio Sánchez-Nolasco

*No longer with the Museum at the time of printing. We are grateful for their contributions.

**Joined at the start of the new fiscal year



Financial HealthVolunteers, Docents and Interns

Marcus Anderson
Lily Balloffet
Jeb Bishop
Matthew Boddy
Eileen Broughton
J.M. Brown
Steve Davenport
Gage Dayton
Terry Eckhardt
Graham Edwards
Kayla Marie Figard
Lucy Gibbs

Rebecca Hernandez
Alexandra Herrera
Natalie Johnston
Rick Jones
Alírio Karina
Ken Kellman
Seraphina Landgrebe
Nancy Lenz
Alice Levine
Dorothy Lieber
Susan Pearce
Carol Penrose

Lise Peterson
Julia Philipp
Gavin Piccione
Juliana Rebagliati
Meta Rhodeos
Chanel Robles
Steve Rosich
Alison Rusell
Laura Smith
Clara Stanbury
Shmuel Thaler



Applewood Fund at the Community
Foundation Santa Cruz County
Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2
Helen and Wilton Webster Foundation
The Robert Stephens Non-endowed
Donor-Advised Fund at Community
Foundation Santa Cruz County

Anonymous 7
Bob and Carol Simpkins
Brigid and Bill Simpkins
Cynthia and Bill Mathews
Daryl Dichek and Kenneth Smith
Eckology Wines
Fe Bongolan
Frank and Jill Perry
Gage Dayton
Ginger and Jim Tolonen
Grace Voss
J.M. Brown and Brian Arao
Jana Weir and Josh Fodor
Jeffie Feakins
Jerry and Robynn Walters
Joe and Sara Mikles
Julia and Steve Davenport
Pfotenhauer Wilshusen Family

$500-$999
Anonymous 8
Barbara Canfield
Bob Correa and Denny Carroll
Bonnie and Mark Overgaard
Bruce and Shannon McFarland
Carrie Pomerory and Andy Fisher
Craig and Nancy Gieringer
Cypress Ag Consulting
Diane Craddock and Dave Hogye
Gabrielle Stocker
Galen Howard Hilgard
Gerry Mandel
Greg and Sue Mendell
Harper Street Ink Fund
Hilary Benton and Davis Williams
Ingrid Parker and Greg Gilbert
Jane Orbuch and Bryan Cockel
Jay and Jennifer Johnson
Joanne Curby
John and Sara Blakeslee
John and Merill Hambright

Lightkeeper Society 
Planned Giving Program

$250-$499

Our Community of Supporters

$5,000+

Glenn C. Joy and Kathleen Willott
Robert Stephens

Anonymous 3
Anonymous 4
Anonymous 5
Anonymous 6
Alison Russell and Walter Wadlow
Carolyn Hyatt
Cathleen and Terry Eckhardt
Donald Bear and Lori Helman
Donna Meyers and Roberta Hunter
Dorothy and Norm Lien
Glenn Joy and Kathleen Willott
Harry and Mary Blanchard
Laura Smith and Rowland Morin
Lillian H. Nelson

$1,000-$4,999

Joni and Drew Janecki
Judy Moon and Robert Otness
Lexi White and Jeb Bishop
Lisa and Erik Bauermeister
Lisa and Tim Robinson
Marlene Mirassou and Steve Houlihan
Marty Ackerman
Mary and Tom Haverstock
Michael Loik and Karen Holl
Michael and Shelly Woolf
Nancy Lewis and Mike Morton
Nancy and Robert Ley
Nancy Woolf
Pattie Blade
Paula Mellard
Phillip Broughton
Robin and Brett Cox
Rodney Atchison
Sante Adairius Rustic Ales
Sara Wood Smith
Sue Wilson
Susan Hill
Susan Maresco
Susie and Terry Klinefelter
Stan and Bambi Bovee
Stephen Green and Masako Ogihara
Stuart and Lisa Woolf
Thomas and Connie Wilson
Wells and Sandy Shoemaker
Wendy Jacoby
William and Patricia Mazzera
William and Patricia Murchison

Louise Jared
Louise and Devon Pearse
Marco Mack
Nancy Lenz
Peter and Susan Canepa
Richard Van Stolk and Rain Bongolan
Rick Jones
Ryan Vaughan
Susan and Colin Pearce
Todd and Corinne Wipke

Rainbow Mitchell-Fox and Eric Bitter
Robert Russell and Elsa Garmire
Ruth and Ernest Antolini
Scott Knowles and Kevin Nolt
Seabright Neighborhood Association
Susan Bertken Slinger
William and Laurie Davis



Abin Thomas
Al Smith and Annie Asche
Alice Levine and Richard Harroun
Amey Mathews and Matthew Mustapick
Amit Agarwal
Amy Katzenstein and David Harrington
Amy and Mike Glasgow
Andrea London
Andrea and Don Rich
Andrew and Stephen Goldenkranz
Andy Carman
Ann and Dobie Jenkins
Ann Miya and John Mark
Anna Davenport
Anna Wadlow
Betsy and Bill Engelman
Bill Holl
Bob and Melissa Aston
Bruce and Heidi Donald
Bruce and Breta Holgers
Bryan and Hilde Largay
Carol Fuller
Carole Stanfield and John Kocal
Carolyn Chandler
Ceil Cirillo and Irwin Kaplan
Christina Floyd
Christine Bunting and Richard
Wohlfeiler
Craig and Diane Wilson
Curtis and Casey Stith
Dana Alden
Discretion Brewing

Donna and Peter Thomas
Dorothy Ruby
Edwin and Yvette Niccolls
Ellen Yeoman
Evy Cambridge
Frans Lanting and Christine Eckstrom
Fred and Nancy Fisher
Fred Tejada
Gary Griggs and Deepika Shrestha Ross
Gloria Lee
Ginnie Mickelson
Harry and Orsolya Salzberg
Hugh and Jennifer Grubb
Jan Palia
Janet Schwind
Janis O'Driscoll
Jeanene and Zachary Taylor
Jessica Johnson
Jim Rolens and Debra Spencer
Joan and Mark Griffiths
Joan and Michael Howe
Joe and Marcella Hall
John Guthrie
John Hillstrom and Kathleen Halat
John and Merill Hambright
John Thomas and Audrey Trautwein
Jonathan Westphal and Mary Wells
Julie Graessle and Javier Ballofet
Karen and Jeff Hill
Kathleen Benz Olsen and Johnny Simmons
Kay and Jerry Bowden
Kay Cumming
Kenny Welcher and Ilene Feinman

​​Kent and Marie Imai
Kim Steinhardt
Kristen and Baldo Marinovic
La Posta
Lalita Godbole and Manoj Apte
Lance Linares and Laura Sutherland
Laurel Fox and Donald Potts
Lawrence and Julie Haff
Lee Scheuermann
Lee Taiz
Les Forster and Mary Gaukel
Lili Beggs
Lisa and Tom Coleman
Lynne and Gary Greene
Margaret Gordon
Margie and Ed Claxton
Mari Tustin
Maria and Tai Boutell
Marjorie Davis
Martha Seaver and Scott Walecka
Mary Brooks
Mary Ellen Irons
Mary Lou Stewart
May and Michael Clark
Michael Warriner and Kirill Zaitsev
Michele Ignoffo and Joseph Culver
Nicole Sanchez and Kevin Markley
Patrick O’Rourke and Cynthia Campbell
Paula and David Kuty
Peter Dekker and Ann Marie DeDie
Petrina Burkard and Gary Gehiere
Phyllis Norris
Ponce and Steve Abrahms

Reid and Barbara Casey
Rebecca Hernandez
Richard Gurnee
Richard Orser and Elizabeth Orser-
Cataldi
Robb and Dorothy Mayeda
Rosemary Anderson
Ruth and Raf Strudley
Sally and Brian Legakis
Sandy Kaplan
Sanjiv and Meena Garg
Sara and Gary West
Sarah and Chris Woolf
Sol Katzman and Lisa Hochstein
Sondra and Terrence Cohelan 
Steve Werner
Steven and Mary Bignell
Susan Barstow French
Susan Jessen
Susan Lasko and Jeffrey Werner
Susan and Howard Schwartz
Thomas Sutfin and Ann Baier
Tiffany and Brett Moyce
Tom and Sonia Deetz
Tony and Rachel Elliot
Vern Katz and Deborah Dotters

In-kind sponsors are included. Please contact us
 about any unintended mistakes or omissions: 

development@santacruzmuseum.org

July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021
$100-$249

With Special Thanks to :
The City of Santa Cruz 
Santa Cruz County Office of Education
Amber Hogge of Busy Bee Services



Your contribution supports science
education and environmental
stewardship in the community.

Visit us often to explore our unique science, art, native animal,

plant, and geology exhibits; there's always something new!

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

Become a Member.

Volunteer

Talk to your friends about the Museum, invite them to join us!

Donate 

Become a Business Partner or Sponsor.

Plan a legacy gift to the Museum and help future generations

benefit from our science and educational programs.

Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History

1305 East Cliff Drive • Santa Cruz, CA 95062

(831) 420-6115 • santacruzmuseum.org

Tax ID 94-2427733


