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Felicia B. Van Stolk
Executive Director

D I R E C T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E
Dear Friends of the Museum,

Our 2022 annual report outlines significant strides in our work connecting the community and visitors with our 
region’s rich natural history.

This year new exhibits like Remembering Castle Beach integrating our collections with collaborative research, 
delighted thousands of visitors. The Museum’s programs have served students and educators from across the 
county. We have taken more people than ever outdoors for experiential learning. At the same time, vibrant new 
online offerings have connected us with those unable to participate in person, providing science education and 
nature connection that is vital to the health and well-being of all.

This Museum has strong roots, like our region’s native oak trees. We are grateful for the support that has allowed 
our branches to reach out and “plant seeds” that foster multigenerational stewardship of the natural world. 

Our strength as an essential hub committed to sustainable growth and lifelong learning inspires me, as does the 
Museum’s vitality as a resource for people of all ages and backgrounds to learn about the planet, our region, and 
each other.

I look forward to the opportunity to greet you at the Museum.
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  C O M M U N I T Y 

Our community programs are reaching more people, empowering them to 
learn about the natural world and how we can work together to care for 
it. This year we hosted 42 Mobile Museums connecting with 6,164 
people throughout Santa Cruz County. We are collaborating and learning 
to better understand the importance of nature in all our lives.

 A raptor takes flight at our Summer Kickoff Festival

Public Program Coordinator, Rocio Sánchez-Nolasco, Volunteer Kailee Volunteer working in our native plant garden during Saturdays in the Soil Celebrating community at Santa Cruz Pride



CZU and You and Fall Creek After Fire
Community science as a tool for reflection and restoration

The CZU Lightning Complex and Community Science Project was designed to help 
navigate local environmental issues while encouraging action. The Museum partnered with 
Santa Cruz County Public Libraries on CZU and YOU to provide recovery, preparedness, 
and ecological understanding resources. In August 2021, we worked with the Amah Mutsun 
Land Trust, Red Cross, and other partners on 14 collaborative programs to serve 629 
community members. We are grateful to also work with Henry Cowell State Park and 
Mountain Parks Foundation providing Fall Creek After Fire, a series offering people 
guidance and access to reopened burned areas of the Santa Cruz Mountains Fall Creek 
Unit.



“One touch of nature makes 
the whole world kin.” 

- William Shakespeare

 Sammi Chang  with multiple generations of naturalists explore the art of nature journaling.

Young scientists getting to know a reptile at camp.

We are welcoming new faces to the Museum through 
programs in more locations and dynamic partnerships 
with trusted organizations, enabling us to serve our 
entire community. We are grateful to our volunteers 
of all ages who help us make connections as we learn 
together and create lasting legacies.

Executive Director celebrates former and current board members 



“One touch of nature makes 
the whole world kin.” 

- William Shakespeare

12 ,205
Total Program Participants

10,939
In-person attendees

1 ,266
Online attendees

155 
Total in-person programs

Volunteer Hours
1,838

         Deepening our roots to facilitate growth.



5,547

   127

E D U C A T I O N

K-12 students served through Museum field 
trips, education kits, and online programs.

K-12 education kits, and virtual lesson plans 
requested by teachers.

K-12 field trips outdoors and at the Museum 
connecting students with nature and 
science.

   134



E D U C A T I O N

 142 142
Santa Cruz County middle and high school students 
participated in 55 programs through our Nature Club and 
Earth Stewards Projects.

“I really like this, you know, there’s not really any programs 
for kids our age that allow us to go outside and be in nature 
and be with people our own age.” -Nature Club Kid (middle school)



C O L L E C T I O N S

The Museum’s collections require ongoing maintenance, which 
includes processing, cataloging, rehousing, and research. 
Remembering Castle Beach is an exhibit inspired by the recent 
acquisition of historic photos and memorabilia used to design our 
current team’s first in-house exhibit sourced and inspired by our rich 
collections. The exhibit’s success and other recent projects 
spotlight the importance of investing in the stewardship of our 
unique collections and the Museum as a rich and vital resource. 
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Graduate student intern, Sam Chow, working in collections

Model doll sized cradle/baby basket with face guard from Klamath River tribes.



Stewarding History

In 2022, we completed a multi-year project with 
the American Alliance of Museums, known as the 
Museum Assessment Program Collections 
Stewardship Continuum of Excellence. We 
celebrate our collection team’s considerable 
effort and tremendous achievement in 
completing the collection stewardship program.

EXAMPLES OF 2022 COLLECTIONS WORK:

•	 30 locally relevant, research-grade                  
paleontological specimens digitized to support 
ongoing research.

•	 276 geology specimens inventoried, imaged, and 
added to the database.

•	 1200 malacology records digitized.
•	 198 malacology specimen lots inventoried.
•	 120 items inventoried, rehoused, and relocated.
•	 150 new, local, and data rich malacology    
       specimens cataloged and rehoused.    
       (and much more)

Revitalized collections inform new 
perspectives, ensuring a vibrant future. 

Collections Team: Isabelle West and Kathleen Aston



E X H I B I T S

Thousands of people visited the Museum for our new exhibit 
exploring local history and the region’s changing coastline. The 
beach across from the Museum has had many names and has 
always attracted people to gather resources, recreate, and 
learn. It was once home to the Scholl Marr “castle,” and the 
Awaswas-speaking Uypi tribe that stewarded the region for 
millennia prior.

Remembering Castle Beach
How understanding the past 
can help us plan for the future.



E X H I B I T S

THE ART OF NATURE

POLLINATORS

Our expanded array of 
virtual exhibits provides 
accessibility for all and 
enhances visitor 
experiences through a 
rich selection of 
additional resources.

The Museum presented two traveling 
exhibits with significant regional and 
ecological relevance. Seeds - Nature’s 
Artful Engineering premiered in the fall, 
and Pollinators -  Keeping Company with 
Flowers the following spring. We offered 
multiple hands-on public programs and 
integrated items from our collections to 
enhance these interactive exhibits.

SEEDS

Online Exhibit 
Visits 12,473



The 
Museum
connects people with 

SCIENCE & NATUREYears of Service

Social Media Followers

Museum Visitors

168,793

20,289

117

New Museum Members

225Website Visitors

10,289
Visitor Service & 
Museum Store

13%



F I N A N C I A L  H E A LT H

E x p e n s e s R e v e n u e

Individuals & Sponsors

68%

Earned Income
22%

Released from Restriction

                 5% Other
5%

Program Services

        40%

Exhibits 

8%
Education & Community

Engagement

20%

Fundraising & Membership

           6%

Management & General 
Administration
        13%

Visitor Service & 
Museum Store

13%



Volunteers, Docents & Interns

Aggie Morrow
Alessandra Chapman
Alexandra Herrera
Alice Levine
Alison Rusell
Carlee Bowen
Carlos Cervantes
Carol Culp
Carol Penrose
Catherine Palmer
Clara Stanbury
Diego Chapman
Donna (DJ) Correos
Emma Beckman
Eric Parson
Gage Dayton
Gavin Piccione

Gloria Lee
Graham Edwards
Gregory Kolar
Hannah Rose Nevins
Isabella Winkler
J.M. Brown
Jim Rolens
John Heffernan
Julia Albro
Juliana Rebagliati
Kailee Huebner
Karin Park
Kayla Marie Figard
Ken Kellman
Kristie Stott
Laura Smith
Laurel Teague
Lise Peterson
Lora Monfils

Lise Peterson
Lora Monfils
Lucy Gibbs
Marcus Anderson
Matthew Boddy
Matthew Lu
Odessa Pearce
Rebecca Hernandez
Rebecca Rockom
Rick Jones
Sam Susan Rypka
Samantha Chow
Sharron Reiss-Miller
Shea Egan
Sofia McGee
Sonya Padron
Steve Davenport
Susan Pearce
Sylvia Patience

Board of Directors
J.M. Brown
Steve Davenport
Gage Dayton
Terry Eckhardt
Elida Erickson**

Rebecca Hernandez*
Rick Jones*
Susan Pearce
Juliana Rebagliati
Alison Russell
Laura Smith

*No longer on the board - we are grateful for their service. **New member

2022 Laura Hecox Awardee Mark Hyklema

S T A F F
Emily Antonino
Kathleen Aston
Liz Broughton
Hannah Caisse

Chris Dunphy
Kiersten Elzy-Loving
Marisa Gomez
Spencer Klinefelter*

Shelly Logan 
Lu Luna
Jenny Rieke
Rocio Sánchez-Nolasco

Chris Soriano
Selena Stein
Ellen Stone
Felicia B. Van Stolk

Mary Verutti
Angela	Ward
Isabelle West
Natalie Wollmann

(L.to R.) Museum E.D. Felicia Van Stolk, Mark Hylkema, J. Engelman for Senator Laird, Mayor Sonja 
Brunner, U.S. Representative Panetta,  J.M. Brown, Board



Board of Directors O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S U P P O R T E R S

Linda and William Bailey
Louise Jared
May and Michael Clark
Nancy Lenz
Ralph and Julie Kimball
Richard Van Stolk 
and Rain Bongolan
Rick Jones
Pat and Kirk Smith Family
William and Laurie Davis

$500 - $999

Al Ramadan
Ann and Dobie Jenkins
Bill and Cloy Codiga
Bob and Carol Simpkins
Eckology Wines
Ginger and Jim Tolonen
Glenn Nelson 
and Julia Fuerst
Grace Voss
Jeffie Feakins
Jerry and Robynn Walters
Joe and Sara Mikles
Joni and Drew Janecki
Julia and Steve Davenport
Todd and Corinne Wipke

Lise Peterson 
and Donald Peattie
Pfotenhauer Wilshusen Family
Rowland and Patricia Rebele
Sally-Christine Rodgers 
and Randy Repass
Susan and Colin Pearce
The Garner-LeRose Family 
Foundation

$250 - $499

Alison Russell 
and Walter Wadlow
Andrea London
Bob and Michelle Kibrick
Bonnie and Mark Overgaard
Brigid and Bill Simpkins
Bruce and Breta Holgers
Carrie Pomerory 
and Andy Fisher
Daniel Shen
David Kant 
and Madison Heying
Dorothy and Norm Lien
Frans Lanting 
and Christine Eckstrom
Gabrielle Stocker

Gage and Elizabeth Dayton
Gerry Mandel
Ginny Aragon
Gloria Lee
Greg and Sue Mendell
Hilary Benton and Davis Williams
Ingrid Parker and Greg Gilbert
Jack Whitaker
Jane Orbuch
Jay and Jennifer Johnson
Joanne Curby
Jonathan Westphal 
and Mary Wells
Jenny Anderson
Judith Carey and Russell Weisz
​​Kent and Marie Imai
Laurel Fox and Donald Potts
Lexi White and Jeb Bishop
Lili and Tom Beggs
Linda and Andy Neher
Lisa and Tim Robinson
Lou Albert
Marlene Mirassou 
and Steve Houlihan
Mary Lou Stewart
Michael Loik and Karen Holl
Michael Warriner 
and Kirill Zaitse
Michael and Shelly Woolf

Mike and Tracy Leffler
Nancy Lewis and Mike Morton
Nancy and Robert Ley
Nancy Woolf
Paul Koch
Paula Mellard
Phillip Broughton
Rainbow Mitchell-Fox 
and Eric Bitter
Reid and Barbara Casey
Robin and Brett Cox
Rodney Atchison
Ron Martino
Ruth and Ernest Antolini
Sara and John Blakeslee
Sara Kane and John Roberts
Shelly Errington 
and Leo Goodman
Sue Wilson
Susan Hill
Susan Barstow French
Susan Maresco
Susan McComas
Susan Nerton 
and Tom Thacher

(L.to R.) Museum E.D. Felicia Van Stolk, Mark Hylkema, J. Engelman for Senator Laird, Mayor Sonja 
Brunner, U.S. Representative Panetta,  J.M. Brown, Board

$ 5,000+

Applewood Fund 
Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2
Anonymous 3
Dave Caldwell*
Donna Meyers 
and Roberta Hunter
Eckhardt Chandler Fund
Helen and Wilton 
Webster Foundation
Penny Rich and Bill Hill
Peter and Susan Canepa
Robert Stephens Fund

$ 1,000 - $4,999

Carolyn Hyatt
Daryl Dichek 
and Kenneth Smith
Donald Bear and Lori Helman
Ferd Bergholz*
Glenn Joy and Kathleen Willott
Gilbert and Susan Meyer
Judy Moon and Robert Otness
Juliana Rebagliati 
and John Ancic
Laura Smith 
and Rowland Morin



O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S U P P O R T E R S

Frank and Jill Perry
Fred and Nancy Fischer
Fred Tejada
Galen Howard Hilgard
Gail Newel 
and Kelli Beingesser
Gary Griggs 
and Deepika Shrestha Ross
George and Janet Kennedy
Ginnie Mickelson
Gregory Kolar
Harry and Orsolya Salzberg
Hilary Bryant 
and David Shuman
Hilde Schwartz
Hugh and Jennifer Grubb
J.M. Brown and Brian Arao
James and Catharine Gill
Jan Palia
Janet Schwind
Janis O’Driscoll
Jeanne Murphy
Jennifer Lamb
Jim Rolens 
and Debra Spencer
JiunJye Chang 
and YaPing Wu
Joan and Michael Howe
Jocelyn Brown

Karen and Jeff Hill
Kirsten Liske
Kathleen Benz Olsen 
and Johnny Simmons
Kay and Jerry Bowden
Kay Cumming
Kim Steinhardt
Lalita Godbole 
and Manoj Apte
Lance Linares 
and Laura Sutherland
Larry Pageler 
and Katie Freeman
Laurel Teague 
and John Stapke
Lawrence and Julie Haff
Lee Taiz
Lise Getoor
Lizzie Mudd
Lynne and Gary Greene
Malcolm Crocker
Margaret Perham 
and Richard Griffith
Margie and Ed Claxton
Mari de Noon Sharp 
and Dustin Sharp
Mari Tustin
Marianne Franks
Marjorie Davis

Mark and Jane Silberstein
Marty Ackerman
Mary Hung
Mary Ellen Irons
Mary Peterson
Mary Lynn Tenenbaum
Maura Connolly
Maya Sapper
Megan Gnekow
Melissa Thompson
Merle and Benita Martin
Michael and Toby Alexander
Michael and Judith Orbach
Michele Ignoffo 
and Joseph Culver
Mike and Myriam Cohen
Mike and Jenny Jacox
Mike Maroney and Antonie 
Del Bonta
Molly Fyfe 
and Garrick Hileman
Nancy Martinez
NDia and Clemens Riegler
Neal Coonerty
Nicola Kamath 
and Anand Babu
Patrick and Kaitlyn Johnson
Paula and David Kuty
Peggy Flynn

Bryan and Hilde Largay
Camille Schwartz
Carole Stanfield 
and John Kocal
Ceil Cirillo and Irwin Kaplan
Chris and Nichole Coburn
Chris Sulots
Christina Floyd
Christine Bunting 
and Richard Wohlfeiler
Claudia Silva-Doo
Craig Hanna 
and Brenda Avila-Hanna
Craig and Diane Wilson
Cynthia and Bill Mathews
Dana Powell Russell 
and Scott Russell
Debra and Amanda Szecsei
Dina Nadler-Serber 
and Scott Serber
Donald Franson, Jr
Donald Wright and Leslie Bixel
Donna and Peter Thomas
Dorah Rosen
Dorothy Ruby
Ellen Yeoman
Evy Cambridge
Fang Wei and Geng Ye
Fe Bongolan

Stuart and Lisa Woolf
Thomas and Connie Wilson
William 
and Patricia Murchison

$100 - $249

Abhilash Mathew 
and Sarnai Gantumur
Aggie Morrow
Al Smith and Annie Asche
Alida and Tom Canale
Amit Agarwal
Andre Dunkell 
and Nancy Ogle
Andrea and Don Rich
Ann Garside
Anna Haukness
Anne Pitman
Barbara Banfield
Barbara Dahlgren
Betsy and Bill Engelman
Bill Holl
Bob and Melissa Aston
Bob and Michelle Kibrick
Brice Collamer 
and Colleen Kaku
Brooks Marquette
Bruce and Heidi Donald
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Lightkeeper Society
Planned Giving Program

Glenn C. Joy and Kathleen Willott

Robert Stephens

S p o n s o r s

City of Santa Cruz Parks and Recreation
Chaminade*
Discretion Brewing*
KAZU*
Locallife Flowers*
Pacific Edge Climbing Gym
Santa Cruz County Office of Education
Santa Cruz Cider*
Santa Cruz County Bank
Santa Cruz Boardwalk /Seaside Company
Santa Cruz Warrors*
Sante Adairius Rustic Ales*
Seabright Neighborhood Association

The Goodtimes*

H o n o r i n g  L e g a c i e s 
I n  M e m o r i a m  -

John Anderson

Pat and Kirk Smith Family
Jennifer Anderson
Christina Floyd
Sara W. Smith
Laura Smith
Pam and Raymond Collins (FY 2023)
Cynthia Mathews

Linda Neher

Maria Smith

Cynthia Mathews 
Lani Hall 
Linda Neher 
Sally Legakis
Nancy Martinez
Rachel McKay
Sycha Spengemenn

*indicates in-kind donations

Peggy O’Laughlin
Penny Hanna 
and Maggie Reynolds
Peter and Helen Carr
Peter Szydlowski 
and Marie Grace Brook
Pia Gronvaldt
Ponce and Steve Abrahms
Rabbi Jeff Glickman
Rachel McKay
Richard Orser 
and Elizabeth Orser-Cataldi
Ruth and Raf Strudley
Sally and Brian Legakis
Sandra Day
Sara Wood Smith
Sol Katzman 
and Lisa Hochstein
Stan and Bambi Bovee
Stephanie Seeger
Steve Werner
Steven and Mary Bignell
Sue Myers
Susan Lasko 
and Jeffrey Werner
Susie and Terry Klinefelter
Suzanne MacLean
Swenson Sara
Sycha Spengemenn

Terri Tollette
Thomas 
and Georgia Schuttish
Thomas Sutfin 
and Ann Baier
Tom and Sonia Deetz
Vern Katz 
and Deborah Dotters
Wes and Jane Scott
Wun Gwi Kim 
and Jinook Park

  printed at



Connections to nature and science education should be 
available to everyone - You help us make it possible.

1305 East Cliff Drive | Santa Cruz, CA 95062

(831) 420-6115 | santacruzmuseum.org
TA X  I D  9 4 - 2 4 2 7 7 3 3

scan to donate


